Overview
The Virtual Operating Room (VOR) was co-founded by surgeon Robert Lazzara MD, Director of Minimally Invasive Cardiac Surgery at Providence Seattle Medical Center and Associate Medical Director at The Hope Heart Institute in Seattle. VOR produced the first-ever live internet broadcast of real-time interactive heart surgery. The site is an educational resource aimed at both medical professionals and patients, and is supported by a grant from AstraZeneca. The site was nominated for the 1999 Computerworld Smithsonian Award.
Content
VOR is divided into four sections, as follows.
The Missionsection contains a 'welcome' broadcast by Dr Lazzara, detailing the history and purpose of the site, collaborating institutions and future plans.
The Consumersection purports 'to empower consumers through education' so that they can 'take a more active role in preventative medicine, treatment, and recovery processes'. This section has a selection of educational videos (valve replacement, catheterisation, minimally invasive incision, sternotomy, preparing for open heart surgery) and audio clips [coronary artery bypass graft (CABG), minimally invasive bypass and off-pump heart bypass]. Each video includes a description of the procedure (with pop-up boxes explaining medical terms) and the surgeon's credentials and affiliations.
The Live Eventssection allows users to observe and interact with live surgical procedures. At the time of review this section had a summary of the most recent live event (bloodless transmyocardial laser revascularization) and an update on the patient's progress. There were also impressive webcast statistics, which showed 297,497 hits and 4,289 user sessions in 25 countries across six continents. There was no information about upcoming broadcasts.
Finally, the Video Librarycontains a growing archive of videos, lectures, presentations, demonstrations of new surgical technology and highlights from past live events. Although the site claims to cover 'all surgical and medical specialties', at present only cardiac surgery is included. Examples of archived material include: vascular brachytherapy; endoscopic vein harvesting; Batista procedure; robotic endoscopic CABG; off-pump coronary bypass; left ventricular reduction.
